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CONFIDENTIAL ALGIERS 1202 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR UN PORG 

SUBJECT: MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: NON-ALIGNED COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
MEETING, ALGIERS 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS ABOUT FORTHCOMING 
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NACC MEETING IN ALGIERS GAINED FROM DISCUSSIONS WITH OFFICIALS 
AT MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND WITH INDIAN, SYRIAN, SENEGALESE 
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AND BRITISH AMBASSADOR. 

2. NACC MEETING IS TO BE AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL AND IT GENERALLY 
ASSUMED MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS WILL ATTEND. WHILE 

ITS PRINCIPAL PURPOSE IS TO REVIEW DRAFT AGENDA FOR COLOMBO 

SUMMIT DRAWN UP BY PERMREPS OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS AT NEW 

YORK, IT WILL HAVE TO ADDRESS NUMBER OF ORGANIZATIONAL 

QUESTIONS AND EITHER ANSWER THEM OR MAKE RECOMMENDATION TO SUMMIT. 

EVERYONE IN AGREEMENT THAT TWO PRINCIPAL ORGANIZATIONAL 

QUESTIONS ARE MEMBERSHIP AND SECRETARIAT. 

3. MEMBERSHIP. PRINCIPAL ISSUE IS THAT OF OBSERVERS. WE 
ARE TOLD THERE ARE TWO PRINCIPAL APPLICANTS FOR OBSERVER 
STATUS: ROMANIA AND PHILIPPINES, BUT THERE MAY BE OTHERS. 

WHILE THERE APPEARS TO BE NO ARGUMENT OVER CRITERIA FOR FULL 
MEMBERSHIP (IT BOILS DOWN TO NON-MEMBERSHIP IN MULTILATERAL 
MILITARY PACTS), THERE ARE NO CRITERIA FOR OBSERVERS, OR AT 
LEAST NO AGREED CRITERIA. WE ARE TOLD CATEGORY OF "GUEST" 

WAS CREATED FOR LAST SUMMIT AS WAY AROUND PROBLEM, BUT 
ROMANIA, WHICH NOW INVITED AS GUEST, IS SEEKING UPGRADE ITS 
STATUS TO THAT OF OBSERVER. PHILIPPINES ALSO REPORTED SEEKING 
OBSERVER STATUS AND AUSTRALIA SEEKING INVITATION AS GUEST. 

(WE WILL CHECK WITH AUSTRALIAN AND PHILIPPINE EMBASSIES.) 

INDIAN AMBASSADOR SAYS HIS GOVERNMENT BELIEVES ONCE CRITERIA 
ESTABLISHED THEY SHOULD BE OBSERVED STRICTLY AND IMPLIED 

IT WOULD NOT WANT GIVE OBSERVER STATUS TO ROMANIA. UNDERSTAND 
YUGOSLAVS FEEL SAME WAY, BUT HAVE NOT YET DISCUSSED WITH 
THEIR AMBASSADOR. ALGERIANS GIVE IMPRESSION BEING FAIRLY 
RELAXED ABOUT IT; DITTO SYRIANS AND SENEGALESE. SENGALESE 
AMBASSADOR SPECULATED THAT OBSERVER STATUS MIGHT SIMPLY 
BE DONE AWAY WITH AS MEANS AVOID DEBATE. 

4. SECRETARIAT: PROPOSAL TO HAVE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT 
WAS ORIGINALLY MADE BY ALGERIANS IN 1973 AND WAS WIDELY 
REGARDED AT TIME AS PLOY BY THEM TO GAIN CONTROL OF 
ORGANIZATION. DIRECTOR OF UN AFFAIRS AT FOREIGN MINISTRY, 

HOWEVER, NOTES THAT THIS QUESTION CLOSELY LINKED TO TYPE OF 
ORGANIZATION DESIRED. HE PERSONALLY FAVORS LOOSE CAUCUS, 

WITH FLEXIBLE RULES AND NO RIGID STRUCTURE. SECRETARIAT 
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WOULD IMPLY MUCH MORE STRUCTURED ORGANIZATION WITH PERMANENT 

HEADQUATERS SOMEWHERE AND WOULD BE EFFECT CREATE YEY ANOTHER 

BLOC. THIS WOULD DEFEAT PURPOSE OF 

NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT WHICH ORIGINALLY 

CONCEIVED AS A DENIAL OF AND ALTERNATIVE TO THE GREAT 

POWER BLOCS. HE EMPHASIZED THAT HE SPEAKING PERSONALLY 

(AND MY BRITISH COLLEAGUE THINKS THAT IN DOING SO HE NOT 

REFLECTING GOA ATTITUDE), BUT INDIAN AMBASSADOR REPORTS HE 

HAS IMPRESSION GOA NOT IN FACT ENTHUSIACTIC ABOUT CREATION 

OF SECRETARIAT; NEITHER ARE INDIANS. SENEGALESE INDICATED 
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HIS COUNTRY ALSO NOT IN FAVOR OF IDEA. SYRIAN DID NOT KNOW 
SYRIAN POSITION. NOTE: WOULD BE USEFUL HAVE TABULATION OF 
HOST COUNTRY VIEWS ON THIS POINT FROM NACC MEMBER ADDRESSEES. 

5. SUBSTANTIVE: APPRECIATE VERY MUCH RECEIVING DRAFT AGENDA 
FROM USUN. HOPE DEPARTMENT PROVIDING FULL TEXT ASAP. 

INCLUSION OR EXCLUSION OF ITEMS IS, AT LEAST FOR US, A 
SUBSTANTIVE RATHER THAN AN ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION IN MOST 
INSTANCES, AND IN THAT RESPECT ALGIERS MEETING WILL BE ONE 
OF MORE IMPORTANT STAGES OF NAC PROCESS. WE GATHER IT 
WILL PROVIDE LAST OCCASION FOR REAL DEBATE ON AGENDA AND THAT 
ONCE APPROVED BY FOREIGN MINISTERS FURTHER CHANGE UNLIKELY. 

OUR CHANCES INFLUENCING OUTCOME LOCALLY ARE MINIMAL: SUCH 
INFLUENCE AS WE CAN BRING TO BEAR SHOULD BE EXERCISED IN 
FIRST INSTANCE IN CAPITALS OF FRIENDLY MEMBER STATES. 

PARKER 
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